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bears witness to the truth or testifies against sin.
He likes to believe that his words and intonations
have a thrilling quality, a fire or a delicacy, as the
case may be, which scorch or penetrate the sin-
burdened heart. It may be thought that this
criticism is unduly severe ; I do not for a moment
say that the attitude is universal, but it is com-
moner, I am sure, than one would like to believe ;
and neither do I say that it is inconsistent with
deep earnestness and vital seriousness. I would
go further, and maintain that such a dramatic
consciousness is a valuable quality for men who
have to sustain at all a spectacular part. It very
often lends impressiveness to a man, and convinces
those who hear and see him of his sincerity ; while
a man who thinks nothing of appearances often
fails to convince his audience that he cares more
for his message than for the fact that he is the
mouthpiece of it. I find it very difficult to say
whether it is well for people who cherish such
illusions about their personal impressiveness to
get rid of such illusions, when personal impres-
siveness is a real factor in their success. To do
a thing really well it is essential to have a sub-
stantial confidence in one's aptitude for the task.
And undoubtedly diffidence and humility, however
sincere, are a bad outfit for a man in a public
position. I am inclined to think that self-confi-
dence, and a certain degree of self-satisfaction, are
valuable assets, so long as a man believes primarily